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On the Linux/Cygwin/OS X command line:

$ convert -thumbnail 300 Cate_Brown_Roldan_SfN_2014_FINAL.pdf
outputFileName.png

To create thumbnail image of one page of a multi-page PDF file (like a journal article):

$ convert -thumbnail pdfFileName.pdf[0] outputFileName.png

[0] is for first page, [1] for second, etc.
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